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What is Faith? 

Barry G. Johnson, Sr. / www.BarrysBureau.com 

Discipline is the Foundation / Faith; Hope; Love; Assurance / Hebrews 11:1–3 
Faith stands in the hope of God's promises with a conviction based on evidence that the seen is made by the 
unseen. 

  
• Hebrews 11:1–3 ESV 

1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it 
the people of old received their commendation. 3 By faith we understand that the universe 
was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are 
visible. 

The assurance of things hoped for 

• 2 Corinthians 9:4 (ESV) 
4 Otherwise, if some Macedonians come with me and find that you are not ready, we would be humiliated—to 
say nothing of you—for being so confident. 

• Hebrews 1:3 (ESV) 
3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the 
word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

• Hebrews 3:14 (ESV) 
14 For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original confidence firm to the end. 

Conviction of things not seen 
• Hebrews 11:7 ESV 
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7 By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear 
constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and 
became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 

• Hebrews 11:27 ESV 
27 By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him 
who is invisible. 

• Romans 8:24–25 ESV 
24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what 
he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

• 2 Corinthians 4:18 ESV 
18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things 
that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

• 1 John 3:2 ESV 
2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know 
that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 

Understanding what is seen, was made by the 
unseen 

• 2 Corinthians 5:17 ESV 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the 
new has come. 

• 1 Peter 1:8 ESV 
8 Though you have not 
seen him, you love him. 
Though you do not now 
see him, you believe in him 
and rejoice with joy that is 
inexpressible and filled 
with glory, 
 


