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The Crafty Serpent 

Barry G. Johnson, Sr. / www.BarrysBureau.com 

Don't Be Ignorant of Satan's Devices / Satan; Crafty / Genesis 3:1–5 

The serpent is shrewd, deceitful and schemes evil for and against the people of God and His Will. 

 

 

Genesis 3:1–5 ESV 

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had 

made.  

 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 

And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but 

God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither 

shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 
5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 

knowing good and evil.” 
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The Serpent is Shrewd 

Shrewdness as crafty and deceitful scheming 

Human sinfulness is often crafty 

Acts 13:10 ESV 

10 and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and 

villainy, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? 

The craftiness of Jesus Christ’s enemies  

Matthew 22:15–17 ESV 

15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. 16 And they sent 

their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true 

and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are 

not swayed by appearances. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, 

or not?” 

The Serpent is Deceitful 

Satan’s power rests on deception  
John 8:44 ESV 

44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in 

him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 

False prophets and false teachers rely on deception  
2 Corinthians 11:11–13 ESV 
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11 And why? Because I do not love you? God knows I do!  

 
12 And what I am doing I will continue to do, in order to undermine the claim of those who 

would like to claim that in their boasted mission they work on the same terms as we do. 13 

For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of 

Christ. 

The Serpent Schemes Evil 

Human thought is darkened by sin 

Rejecting God’s revelation leads to sin 

Romans 1:21 ESV 

21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they 

became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

Satan’s activity leads to sin 

2 Corinthians 4:4 ESV 

4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them 

from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

Ephesians 2:1–3 ESV 

1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the 

course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work 

in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, 

carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like 

the rest of mankind. 

 


