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Everyday Christians: Relationships / Family; Discipleship / Matthew 12:46–50
The family carries the responsibility of promoting and teaching the word of God to build disciples.

The Institution of the Family
Genesis 1:26–27 ESV

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
27
So God created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.
26

Genesis 2:23–24 ESV
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Then the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man.”
23

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they
shall become one flesh.
24

Matthew 12:48–50 ESV

But he replied to the man who told him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 49
And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my
brothers! 50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and
mother.”
48

2 Corinthians 5:16–19 ESV

From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once
regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone
is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All
this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of
reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting
their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
16

Beware of our Culture’s Drift
Deuteronomy 6:1–2 ESV

“Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules—that the LORD your God
commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over,
to possess it, 2 that you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son’s son, by
keeping all his statutes and his commandments, which I command you, all the days of your
life, and that your days may be long.
1

Deuteronomy 6:10–15 ESV

“And when the LORD your God brings you into the land that he swore to your fathers, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give you—with great and good cities that you did not
10
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build, 11 and houses full of all good things that you did not fill, and cisterns that you did not
dig, and vineyards and olive trees that you did not plant—and when you eat and are full, 12
then take care lest you forget the LORD, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery. 13 It is the LORD your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by his name
you shall swear. 14 You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are around
you— 15 for the LORD your God in your midst is a jealous God—lest the anger of the LORD your
God be kindled against you, and he destroy you from off the face of the earth.

The Family is Responsible for Making Disciples
Deuteronomy 6:4 ESV
4

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.

Deuteronomy 6:6–7 ESV

And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.
6

Deuteronomy 6:8–9 ESV

You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your
eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.
8
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