A Soldier's Tools and Testing
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A hard fighting soldier uses the proper tolls and goes through many tests for the Lord.

2 Timothy 2:1–7 ESV

You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus, 2 and what you
have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be
able to teach others also. 3 Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No soldier
gets entangled in civilian pursuits, since his aim is to please the one who enlisted him. 5 An
athlete is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. 6 It is the hard-working
farmer who ought to have the first share of the crops. 7 Think over what I say, for the Lord
will give you understanding in everything.
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I. THE SOLDIER’S TOOLS
A. Spiritual tools
2 Corinthians 10:4 ESV
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For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy
strongholds.
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B. Special tools
Ephesians 6:13–17 ESV

Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of
truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet,
having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the
shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,
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C. Successful tool
Ephesians 6:18 ESV

praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert
with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,
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II. THE SOLDIER’S TESTING
A. Physical testing
2 Corinthians 12:7–10 ESV

So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the
revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep
me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should
leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of
Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses,
insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
7

B. Mental testing
Philippians 4:7 ESV

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.
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C. Spiritually tested
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Ephesians 6:13 ESV

Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having done all, to stand firm.
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