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Pay Close Attention to What You Hear 

Barry G. Johnson, Sr. / www.BarrysBureau.com 

Renewed Faith: Drawing Closer / A Messenger; Salvation; Hear; Retribution; Careless; Negligence; Sin / 
Hebrews 2:1–4 
Do not return to your life before Jesus for He is more significant than your past. 

 

 

Hebrews 2:1–4 ESV 
1 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away 
from it. 2 For since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every 
transgression or disobedience received a just retribution, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect 
such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those 
who heard, 4 while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by 
gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will. 

Pay much closer attention 

Deuteronomy 4:9 ESV 
“Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes have 
seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. Make them known to your 
children and your children’s children—  
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Pay Close Attention to What You Hear 
Deuteronomy 32:46–47 ESV 
he said to them, “Take to heart all the words by which I am warning you today, that you may 
command them to your children, that they may be careful to do all the words of this law. For 
it is no empty word for you, but your very life, and by this word you shall live long in the land 
that you are going over the Jordan to possess.”  

Luke 8:15 ESV 
As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest 
and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.  

Transgression receives retribution 

1 Corinthians 10:5–12 ESV 
Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the 
wilderness.  
 
Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. Do 
not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink 
and rose up to play.” We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and 
twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of 
them did and were destroyed by serpents, nor grumble, as some of them did and were 
destroyed by the Destroyer. Now these things happened to them as an example, but they 
were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. Therefore let 
anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall.  

How shall we escape? 

Hebrews 12:25 ESV 
See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused 
him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from 
heaven.  

1 Peter 4:17–18 ESV 
For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what 
will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And  
“If the righteous is scarcely saved,  
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?”  


