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Keys to Perseverance 

Barry G. Johnson, Sr. / General 

Renewed Faith: Perseverance / Perseverance / James 1:25 

Theme: Looking at five keys to perseverance to encourage us not to give up on faith in God. 

 

 

James 1:25 ESV 

25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no 

hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 

Genesis 41:37–46 ESV 

37 This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. 38 And Pharaoh said to his servants, 

“Can we find a man like this, in whom is the Spirit of God?” 39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, 

“Since God has shown you all this, there is none so discerning and wise as you are. 40 You 

shall be over my house, and all my people shall order themselves as you command. Only as 

regards the throne will I be greater than you.” 41 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set 

you over all the land of Egypt.” 42 Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his hand and put it 
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on Joseph’s hand, and clothed him in garments of fine linen and put a gold chain about his 

neck. 43 And he made him ride in his second chariot. And they called out before him, “Bow 

the knee!” Thus he set him over all the land of Egypt. 44 Moreover, Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I 

am Pharaoh, and without your consent no one shall lift up hand or foot in all the land of 

Egypt.” 45 And Pharaoh called Joseph’s name Zaphenath-paneah. And he gave him in 

marriage Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On. So Joseph went out over the land 

of Egypt.  

 
46 Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And 

Joseph went out from the presence of Pharaoh and went through all the land of Egypt. 

1. Persevering People experience failure just like everyone else 

1 Corinthians 10:13 ESV 

13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will 

not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the 

way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 

2. Persevering People choose not to live in the past 

Philippians 3:12–14 ESV 

12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my 

own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have 

made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 

what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 

Jesus. 
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3. Persevering People decide to keep moving on 

4. Persevering People take one day at a time 

Matthew 6:30–34 ESV 

30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown 

into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be 

anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For 

the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them 

all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

added to you.  

 
34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. 

Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

Acts 14:19–22 ESV 
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19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, they stoned 

Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. 20 But when the disciples 

gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city, and on the next day he went on with 

Barnabas to Derbe. 21 When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many 

disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls 

of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many 

tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. 

5. Persevering people know that God’s strength is available to them 

John 15:5 ESV 

5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 

much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 

Philippians 4:13 ESV 

13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 


