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Isn't Christianity Just Simply Pontification? 

Barry G. Johnson, Sr. / www.BarrysBureau.com 

Christian Critics Answered / 1 Timothy 4:1–3 

Christianity is not human pontification, it is God communicating His Will to mankind. 

 

 

1 Timothy 4:1–3 ESV 

1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting 

themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 2 through the insincerity of liars 

whose consciences are seared, 3 who forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that 

God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 
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Pontification is Rampant 

2 Timothy 4:3–4 ESV 

3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears 

they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away 

from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 

Titus 1:11 ESV 

11 They must be silenced, since they are upsetting whole families by teaching for shameful 

gain what they ought not to teach. 

2 Peter 2:1–3 ESV 

1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among 

you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought 

them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their sensuality, 

and because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 And in their greed they will 

exploit you with false words. Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their 

destruction is not asleep. 

Denominational Christianity is Pontification 

Jeremiah 23:27–32 ESV 

27 who think to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, 

even as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? 28 Let the prophet who has a dream tell the 

dream, but let him who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common 

with wheat? declares the LORD. 29 Is not my word like fire, declares the LORD, and like a 

hammer that breaks the rock in pieces? 30 Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, 

declares the LORD, who steal my words from one another. 31 Behold, I am against the 

prophets, declares the LORD, who use their tongues and declare, ‘declares the LORD.’ 32 

Behold, I am against those who prophesy lying dreams, declares the LORD, and who tell them 

and lead my people astray by their lies and their recklessness, when I did not send them or 

charge them. So they do not profit this people at all, declares the LORD. 
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2 John 7–11 ESV 

7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the coming of 

Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist. 8 Watch yourselves, so 

that you may not lose what we have worked for, but may win a full reward. 9 Everyone who 

goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God. Whoever 

abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does 

not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house or give him any greeting, 11 for 

whoever greets him takes part in his wicked works. 

Christianity not Pontification  

Matthew 6:7 ESV 

“And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that 

they will be heard for their many words. 

2 Corinthians 4:2 ESV 

But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to 

tamper with God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend 

ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 

2 Corinthians 2:17 ESV 

17 For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God’s word, but as men of sincerity, as 

commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ. 

Acts 20:27 ESV 

27 for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. 
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