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Ecclesiastes for Beginners

Mike Mazzalongo

Ecclesiastes is the fascinating journal of a wise man's search for satisfaction and
meaning without reference to God. In his life journey Solomon ultimately learns the
valuable lesson that without God in one's life, that life is meaningless.
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1. Introduction to Ecclesiastes

In this first lesson, Mike reviews some of the basic information about this book.
The class will review the life of the author, Solomon, and the circumstances
surrounding the writing of this text.

ECCLESIASTES 1:1-18

Setting the stage for the wisest man to have ever lived outside of Jesus, and what

pursuit of meaning and purpose was outside of God (above the sun).

Introduction - The book of Ecclesiastes is a personal journal
aldiary of one man’s jOL_lrney thljough life. It notes his loss of_enthusiasn_1. It notes

his observations searching for joy and satisfaction. It notes his conclusions from a

lifetime of experiences.

This is the story of a man who “cut the cord.”

who did it all; who had every experience he could imagine then left us notes. This
Sstory 1s not theoreticla but from a Llife perspective.

l. Background

A. Author
Solqmon: cf. King of Jerusalem 1:1; Wisest person to rule Jerusalem 1:16; Builder of

B. Date
925 BC

C. Theme
vani o ‘ he Wind. P ] a1 Witl cod

The conclusion reached is that life when examined,
will be found to be empty and meaningless.


Barry Johnson
Setting the stage for the wisest man to have ever lived outside of Jesus, and what his life experiences allowed him to conclude. Always remember that the recorded pursuit of meaning and purpose was outside of God (above the sun).

Barry Johnson
a diary of one man’s journey through life. It notes his loss of enthusiasm. It notes his observations searching for joy and satisfaction. It notes his conclusions from a lifetime of experiences. 

Barry Johnson

Barry Johnson
who did it all; who had every experience he could imagine then left us notes. This story is not theoreticla but from a life perspective.

Barry Johnson
Solomon: cf. King of Jerusalem 1:1; Wisest person to rule Jerusalem 1:16; Builder of projecrts 2:4-6; much wealth 2:8; large harem 2:8

Barry Johnson

Barry Johnson
925 BC

Barry Johnson
Vanity a striving after the Wind. Purposelessness or meaninglessness. Without God!


Many have tried to inject meaning.
Materialism (llfe is about gathering and using resources); Existentialism (life is

(life is the sum total of our history)

Il. Outline
Ecclesiastes is the journal of a man who is consciously examining his own life.
A. Introducing the Journey - 1:1-11

Life is wearisome, with endless repetition.

B. Pursuing the exploring - 1:12-6:9

-2.18-3:22 Work ethic full of grief and emptiness inthe end because you cannot keep

what you earm
- 4:1-6:9 accumulatlng power and wealth unstisfying and lead to frustration and

dissaticfaction.

C. Reflection and Summary - 6:10-12:14
-6:10-11:6 Lasting purpose and Fulfillment only found in trusting relationship with
God

-11:7-12:8 When young remember and serve God

-12:9-14 Fear God and keep His Commandments

l1l. Introduction - 1:1-16

Solomon lived in a time of peace where state revenue was not wasted on war

History | 3 — 1 I 4  thris—books

Vs. 1-3 - Solomon states the basic premise of the book.

Life lived on a purely human level will be in the end worthless.



Barry Johnson
Materialism (life is about gathering and using resources); Existentialism (life is what you make it); Positivism (life is whatever works best for you); Postmodernism (life is the sum total of our history)

Barry Johnson
Life is wearisome, with endless repetition. 

Barry Johnson
Knowledge and Wisdom ends in grief and increasing pain

Barry Johnson
Pursuing pleasure and acquiring possessions are futile and unprofitable

Barry Johnson
Living wisely or Foolishly are equally empty since both end in death

Barry Johnson
Work ethic full of grief and emptiness inthe end because you cannot keep what you earn

Barry Johnson
accumulating power and wealth unstisfying and lead to frustration and dissaticfaction. 

Barry Johnson
Lasting purpose and Fulfillment only found in trusting relationship with God

Barry Johnson
When young remember and serve God

Barry Johnson
Fear God and keep His Commandments

Barry Johnson
Solomon lived in a time of peace where state revenue was not wasted on war but on luxury and experimentation. it allowed him the pursuits of this book.

Barry Johnson
Life lived on a purely human level will be in the end worthless.


Vs. 4-11 - He presents various examples to support this premise.
1. The passing of the Generations - vs. 4

Peaople are born then they die, nothing changes.

2. The cycles of Nature - vs. 5-8a

The seasons continue to change in their order, nothing changes, man cannot change
that:

3. The curiosity of Man - vs. 8b
[he seeking of answers only leads to more questions.

4. The absence of Something New - vs. 9-11

There is nothing new under the Sun.

Solomon’s conclusions are based on the idea that for every universal, innate need of man there is an
available and corresponding satisfaction. (i.e., Hunger - food; Sex - sex partner)

If a need doesn’t appear to have an earthly satisfaction then it's satisfaction is
beyond—the eartt.

In verses 12-18a, he explains how he has reached the conclusions that he’s just stated.

Vs. 12-134 Solomon’s wisdom was beyond common sense. It was ability to study;
' Memorize; diSCerm; and appily.

vs.13b His conclusion is that it led to an unhappy business.

Vs. 14-18 He describes what this exercise has taught him
A.All lifestyles and their settings are meaningless.



Barry Johnson
People are born then they die, nothing changes.

Barry Johnson
The seasons continue to change in their order, nothing changes, man cannot change that.

Barry Johnson
The seeking of answers only leads to more questions.

Barry Johnson
There is nothing new under the Sun.

Barry Johnson
If a need doesn’t appear to have an earthly satisfaction then it’s satisfaction is beyond the earth.

Barry Johnson
Solomon’s wisdom was beyond common sense. It was ability to study; memorize; discern; and apply.

Barry Johnson
His conclusion is that it led to an unhappy business.

Barry Johnson
and their settings are meaningless.


d So many things wrong with the world,

B. Nothing can be change

Tt—Ccamuot—be numbered:

C. Even the pursuit of knowledge Is a chasing after the wind.,

D. The constant desire to increase knowledge brings grief and pain.

Summary

Ecclesiastes is a valuable book because it 1S not theoretical but based on a life

EXpPET1ience.



Barry Johnson

Barry Johnson
So many things wrong with the world, it cannot be numbered.

Barry Johnson
Is a chasing after the wind.

Barry Johnson
brings grief and pain.

Barry Johnson
it is not theoretical but based on a life experience.


2. The Pursuit of Pleasure

Solomon begins his search for happiness and contentment with the exploration
of sensory pleasures and reports on his findings.

ECCLESIASTES 2:1-1
We daovld rearn Looan Solawon's ysucrey ard g corthly sensory pleaguces

in taerr {)ro?ef pr',or.'v\-\! awd Q\o.ca.

Introduction

In his journal, Solomon details his life experience as he searches for happiness and satisfaction
apart from God.

[ (£c is wot exam'\wz,&\'om caw 90 '\"onw‘"\/\ [iSe oblies Jo vudng about
GO&O

He says that the emm\ne& life will be found N\cN\(N’\[CSS if lived
without €aith and ohedience o God.

C&. 2 Cor. \3?§ GMM:.._ \nwr;g_\’i's' fo See WWhaMer YO ore (A e 'CA:“N - T'&V" geursd&...

In chapters 2 to 6 he describes 4 key pursuits that he examined:
A. The pursuit of D leasuie

B. The pursuit of W isdom and §0\\\f

C. The pursuit of W\ICOW\\NK‘G u\l wee K

D. The pursuit of DOWQF ow\d we ot

I. The Pursuit of Pleasure - 2:1-11

Solomon begins where most of us would begin - the examination of sensory pleasure.
Vs.1a Come mow T i\ kecX you WMa ?\cugwae,-i ey you rself

Vs.1b We ﬁe‘\‘ e conc\msion e fore S fﬁs?a} ence, Selowon gee Ve el Hais
also wos Nanity.




Vs. 2-10 He goes on to describe several areas where he gave full vent to his desires:

1. Laughter - vs. 2 Solomen callg \a\kﬁ\«’\“u‘ wmadness ( '\zw\pwaw! fv\s:avd-\--j);, ond collg

p\cas\mz_ vseless

2. Consumption of wine - vs. 3 e a¥ew ke vS'\V\j wine 40 £ind whet wag goed Joc
wom Yo &a,'\m_ d Yo \c.ui wo\d o5 '(:b\\\'l L0\ by wlivg Wi wisAom

3. Building projects - vs. 4-6 _Twe se tistackion 23 grest \g-u‘\u(mv Qvfo“}cc:\'s Ad wof sustain
Sﬁ\ow@'f\.

4. Sensuality - vs. 7-8 rd. | Kg. 1:3  Selewmen Wad a 9r¢¢>’r nuwber of dha pleasures of Ao
Sons 0F nen o -Hm»{ did wof sustain Wi,

5. The good life - vs. 9-10 \Whatever Ws eyes ACS'NZC&)\M-A{A. Selernon becams great and
ngpasse_ca al\ o were Lefore Wiwa. WS wislem \nAqu octicued Wis syond ard o
\ioiwfg i paver (e Wiwm, T'A Ko b note thal wisdom alows t¢ wo guoraniec oF
saluotion by t4set€. 1€ wiisdomn shuys wor\J-\\,fjﬁb does (¥ cewards,

Vs. 11 - In this verse, he renders a verdict on what experiencing all of these great pleasures has
taught him.

A‘Gq'cf C~"~%§&¢/§N6 o\ Ha§ N el &bv@.;l\o_ cewa\*&c& al\ woog oav\'\{«,{ N S"'V‘;Jf.roo-
AS’*&{ A s -.A'\V\.&) y\\’ﬂl\'\\/*s'\o "A?- Sa:v\ca uv&&f N SWA.,

Il. Summary

Seeking after sensual pleasure is the common man’s treadmill.

TWS covies mon dv wevk 4p havd and Aic b Joug, Ou society is sant on wbat deelq M
1asteed oF wohak is %oa&-

Solomon learned that sensuality was a dead-end for several reasons:

A. Pursuit of pleasure promises much but _delivece, litt\e , Pleaguse cow be Lolse aﬂw.r\-?s'uﬁ_)_
o Sork Lioed), \£ Jr\\aasm Lo W\ietd Mrew T \nriv%.s s\howe and %\[\\\-.

B. Pursuit of pleasure promises to improve our lives but ram\;‘ s 'Se Amv%c& h~! sen sual

pSc&S\M‘LS . \'\)C‘IL all CﬁpU'-eA:z& 5(2‘\' p@sg(cs \She o concent Mo ¥ Aesse @%s Aon'x
dgﬂlg our oes, Wi g&cﬁs&a; Mo oy livelS worge.,




C. Pursuit of pleasure promises to satisfy our needs but _iv +we end p\casure veqwires mere oS ne

ond tas \Cﬁt&% ) ol?si\\ usion. dur siafu) D\CAS\M-cs odten lpecoma (ncoiiable.

l1l. Exhortation

This is what is needed.
We need Fhe ‘\'1PL 09 soXisfoacton Mt cemaing yoda uS and 'S accwmmhated
1

'\’(I\ro\,.é\ e\.)r [ \(‘Cc“‘(w\&..

Things to look for are those which:
Deliver _whet ey grmise
Make us ‘Seffec gesple

Satisfy ewr mwust bosic aeeds

Solomon summarized some of these at the end of his book:
Faifn ond Sineere Ovedience 4o Ged . This Achivers in e %d‘eb\' S'x&-\-s avd are a contlont
Sowsec oY %u_c.\' &mf Aokt affcct e.oevq‘ ?o("\' oF ooy '\9?_;1\%.

Two others are like the first.
[ Aooesledlae oF  Jesas wvigy (o el o on o WA \-;\-'w;
2. 5ubwmission to e Moy St

\

The race for pleasure ends in disappointment.

It erds in disi\wsionment | digsatistackion 1§ purwed s a4 maang Yo anend,
The \[leemrnim\a} e g‘)gptcc o So\; cowe rown dle Sov\. Tharedore. 59‘\“'\'\'%\ MJ%S
ove required ko Qeliser ir, Spivtrnal Rivgs are etera)
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3. The Pursuit of Meaning Through Work

Solomon now explores the context in which a person's life and work is carried
out - the framework of time.

("(? °DD l'huws
ECCLESIASTES 2:12-26 d5,5%0 Days

(V\Q%‘,' 5'5 ws &N our Hama i -u-\or\ﬂ 70 qgo‘ufS bg \\fc, qcncro\\\\’ w\\\ ‘AQ
'F(\\c& O A S\eepirs, 931:&"§ 0? U~)°"\c‘ lq‘feﬂ‘fS 3. p\“‘f mq‘la"fs
Y. Travell \a\(cawvg S. umceow\-«D (1Y% "l~(¢~'3 (o- szssmz él.‘-ws

Review
7. enwveW AeAidikies [yeav 3bSdays - 8,760 haurs
The pursuit of meaning, satisfaction thrt;{lgh sensual ple)asure is futile since the satisfaction gained
from pleasure is not cumulative. C\wavcha ﬁu\-‘ud-f N \.{o-r S. 3~dnqs
c§ .50 Sund “ys 125 hewr's
24 hours
I. Pursuit of wisdom and folly - 2:12-17 t;;\,\

PQleasurable experiences eq ot e GCL“W‘“\"“\Z& in ovller do P"’“‘*"-‘.\; o4

rYa <‘°~§-.’s€ao*«“ow/\g Sb‘om waJves a‘b uv\g':&q- wgrk

Vs.12-14a €och wan clgoses hig \'QSSW\C The Lise wan avdids pg'('ea\\s,‘ﬂso_
&l i =\Q°\{S v Arauble Qc\é" e c\'t& be(o\cW\S Rae o c,.re_\cggf\c_SS
65\\5\\1\($S q\/\t‘& pmcﬂe

Vs. 14b-15_Qeattn Tg 4l end) o Lot Ao Gox) ard e wnse, Selaman
Surwaia=S Malg T QOW\H-T e ’be\"\s\\mss de wQS&eM cavnaY Qelent-

deata.

Vs. 16-17_Betih He usise ond Ahe 2\ ave ngu&—\—o\.

11



Il. The pursuit of meaning through work - 2:18-3:22

The fruit of one’s labor - vs. 18-25 5 °\°"‘W\ R cov\%ﬁu‘s He recwu' o:s work,

Vs. 18 W deatn e Lol o Vabor 1 NeSr WAl no wotter (oo
Yed 60 wesl LTS 3o Ot

Vs. 19 pt LS e $ \a\bo'r con~ Y2 \e_S.—\— i> o Soe).

Vs, 20-21 So\ommn Bewmsang e (usrk ~hat Wuq:c& Weol A and 4tan W
s leftr B e Swe AR we¥ eorn T,

Vs. 22-23 Mo~ wioreies aboud Wis werk. AdAEoro\ concern mounts due
B concerns 05 hatrg, TS Jg \l‘ouf\:'\-\,'. Thic ts v.sw’( 6ed rede 4p Ve ta
“Als 'TcA—wl,

l1l. Insights
A. Vs. 24-25 - The ability to experience joy is not related to what we do

o VM\)\'GI Wow V\uf'& we usr\‘\ or howd q{’d_a-)\' o ac\v\:eou\hn.d\‘\’ﬁ, 71‘0.
eyperiences o5 oy, Qedcc, and sa‘\‘\'\s-G&:f\';sﬂ ore Gi5YS e (eciede
Fr;m 6o, o ’ i

Wow dees 6God o‘,qvgve. 001\{4—\! Fads AWVEN prard and b\c,sstv\a?

12



B.Vs. 26 -

Those who are right with God derive benefit from all they do, not just what they succeed at.
Tws does ast mazn that oty S istiang sua—cc.& Wawever; itAloeg

Mmean flat u-dfc"z by the stando-d »S personal sa -Frs&c’c/ao« peace
4/‘0(116‘/ exﬁ”)w a'wp net ophy PfW,W"flf'/'V "’ﬁ"?”ﬁlf— fhe
Chrighian e—n{oqs anlpmh*s fran uShort ho Aoes mqafé? less 8% his mrqm of
wodﬂ\ swe Ro afl rK- togetler Rr coe "

IV. Summary MS’ " 8D "l 4 P e J 7 50("! 5”&,: noter
1. No watler shat you Ao, ,oq and! catistaction ave available 4o e
all menkK, t\cp T

2. Joy and Satistectivn ave ret e pno’uyf’a'fcaregr suceesS or
a‘) "”"f '_l‘a"f oe aalk £rom &J Hc FOEAS o -)‘ﬂa,,usff'a'\oﬂ-f&a_

nun w-sf}’ -

L oo'}'iomskif wefh éoﬂ blesse ¢ Ale yorl. The wor¥ (5 o

e soercc 55 6’43‘33’7,. bod it e sove . This Gecs man dp choose.
whof £545 his faleads.
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4. A Time for Everything - Part 1

Solomon now explores the context in which a person's life and work is carried
out - the framework of time.

ECCLESIASTES 3:1-1

Intro - Review of “Lifestyles”
1. Pursuit of sensual pleasures.
2. Wisdom of folly.
3. Meaning through work.

e Satisfaction is a

e Righteousness is

e The meaning

l. Meaning of Time

A. Review of concept of time

1. What is time?

2. Why is time so important?

3. When did time begin? End?

14



B. Text - vs. 1-8

Numerology

Vs. 1

Pairs of opposites:

1. Life and death - vs. 2a

2. Renewal and change - vs. 2b

3. Destruction and restoration - vs. 3a

4. Demolish and rebuild - vs. 3b

5. Sorrow and joy - vs. 4a

6. Mourn and dance - vs. 4b

15



7. Select and reject - vs. 5a

8. Embrace and confront - vs. 5b

9. Search and abandon - vs. 6a

10. Keep and discard - vs. 6b

11. Grief and resolution - vs. 7a

12. Silence and speaking out - vs. 7b

13. Love and hate - vs. 8a

14. War and peace - vs. 8b

16



Il. The Main Question - vs. 9

I1l. The Main Conclusion - vs. 10-11

Time only makes sense in eternity.

1. God made everything appropriate in its time.

2. God has put eternity into our hearts.

3. We cannot discover God’s total work.

17



5. A Time for Everything - Part 2

In his journal, Solomon has described the various ways he has sought for
satisfaction and joy apart from God. In the balance of this chapter he provides
some final thoughts on the search for meaning in the events of one's life here on
earth.

ECCLESIASTES 3:11-22

Intro - Review of Pursuits

“God has created us with a God-shaped vacuum that only God can fill.” Swindoll

l. Vertical View - vs. 11-15

God makes sense from chaos - vs. 11

God enables us to enjoy life - vs. 12-13

God provokes us to worship Him - vs. 14-15

18



Il. Horizontal View - vs. 16-22

Cynicism -vs. 16

Solutions to Cynicism - vs. 17-21

Injustice is temporary - vs. 17

Injustice condemns - vs. 18-21

Hope Beyond Cynicism

Hopeless cynicism is hopeful realism.

1. What is your disadvantage?

2. When are you going to change?

3. How can God use you?

19



6. A View from the Top

Solomon examines one final area of life (the pursuit of wealth and power) in
order to find contentment apart from God.

ECCLESIASTES 4:1-8

Intro - Background on Solomon

In the pursuit of wealth and power, “what you see is not necessarily what you get.”

l. The View from the Top

A. Oppression - vs. 1-3

Vs. 1

Vs. 2

Vs. 3

B. Envy - vs. 4-6

Vs. 4




Vs.5

Vs. 6

Rules for Contentment

1. Keep your eyes on your own stuff:

2. Give thanks for what you have:

3. Ask, don’t complain:

C. Disillusionment - vs. 7-8
Vs. 7-8

II. Summary

1. Power corrupts

2. Success breeds envy




3. Life at the top is hard

l1l. Exhortation

If you make it to the top, remember:

1. Aim for contentment

2. Strive to be useful

3. Work at being faithful

22



7. One Plus One Equals Survival:
Solutions to Loneliness

In Solomon's experiment with wealth and power, he concludes that life at the
"top" is filled with grief (oppression, envy, disillusionment).

ECCLESIASTES 4:9-12

Intro - Review

Solomon has found that life at the “top” can be filled with

He will discuss one other difficult experience felt by those in leadership roles.

* This lesson will focus on the to loneliness.

l. Loneliness

It is both a perception and a feeling.

Loneliness not only has a face and an image but also has

23



Loneliness is a normal part of life.

We know we've been on the island of loneliness to long when we say things like:

Why don’t ?

If only

Nobody

We cannot get off the island of loneliness by:

Il. Solomon’s solution to loneliness Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

Solomon recognized that loneliness afflicted everyone.

In chapter 4:9-12 Solomon proposes the solution to our lonely condition.

24



Vs. 9

Vs. 10-12 - These contain three reasons why having friends is the answer.

Vs. 10-1.

Vs. 11-2.

Vs. 12a-3.

Summary

Solomon teaches that loneliness can strike whether you are at the top or at the bottom.

25



8. Worship Attitude

In chapter five there is an abrupt change as Solomon comments on the attitude
necessary for proper worship and then goes on to talk about the enemy of
spirituality - materialism.

ECCLESIASTES 5:1-6:12

Intro -

I. Worship Attitude - 5:1-7

Pay Attention - vs. 1

Guard Your Mind - vs. 2-3;7

Keep Your Promises - vs. 4-6

I1. Folly of Riches

1. Absolute Power vs. 8-9

2. Greater Wealth vs. 10




3. More Money = vs. 11-12
4.You Can't vs. 13-15
5. Live High vs. 16-17
Solomon describes three God-given riches:
vs. 18
vs. 19
vs. 20

I1l. Self Portrait - vs. 6:1-12

Solomon’s portrait is one of depression for several reasons.




2. vs. 3-5

3. Vs. 6

4, vs. 7-9

In the end, his lifestyle and depression helps him understand certain basic truths about life:

A. God is vs. 10a

B. Man is not vs. 10b

C. Disputing with God is vs. 10a-11
Summary

28



9. Wisdom Proverbs

In the first 6 chapters of the book we see the fruit of Solomon's rebellion. By
chapter six he has exhausted his search, sees that his results are empty, and
comments on this discovery using several parables.

ECCLESIASTES 7:1-29

Intro - Chapter 6 ends Solomon’s search for happiness away from God.
Chapter 7 begins his return to God.

Styles of writing

Contrasting - Proverbs 13:1

Completive - Proverbs 14:10

Comparative - Proverbs 25:24

29



. 7 Wisdom Proverbs

1. -vs. 1

2. -vs.1b

3. -vs. 2a

4. -vs. 3-4

5. -vs. 5-7

6. -vs. 8

7. - vs. 8b-10

In the last 4 verses, Solomon explains the advantages of wisdom:

30



vs. 11-12

vs. 13-14

Two lessons for today

Il. Wisdom at Work - vs. 15-29
A. Wisdom provides

vs. 15-18

B. Wisdom provides

1.

vs. 19-22

2.

3.

C. Wisdom provides

1.

vs. 23-28

2.

3.

31



10. Qualities of a Wise Leader

Solomon is no longer exploring and writing about the various experiences and
pursuits of worldly living, which have left him unfulfilled and depressed. He now
turns his attention to leadership and the qualities that leaders need to possess.

ECCLESIASTES 8:1-9:10

Intro - Solomon begins to discuss some of the blessings that come from
living under the authority of God.

I. Qualities of a Wise Leader - 8:1-9

Various kinds of leadership include:

Godly leaders have certain qualities:

1. vs. la
2 vs. 1b
3 vs. 2-4
4. vs. 5-7
5 vs. 8-9

32



Il. Mysteries of Life - 8:10-17

Mysteries that are beyond Solomon’s understanding.

1. Mystery of vs. 10-13
2. Mystery of vs. 14
3. Mystery of vs. 15

lll. Developing a Life Philosophy - 9:1-10

Solomon’s new life philosophy has 4 key truths and applications.

Truth #1: vs. 1b
Truth #2: vs. 2-3a
Truth #3: vs. 3b
Truth #4: vs. 4-6

33



Application #1: vs. 7
Application #2: vs. 8
Application #3: vs. 9
Application #4: vs. 10

34



11. Comments on the Rat Race

Solomon has been sharing the fruit of his hard-won wisdom. After living apart
from God he returns and notes some of the things he has learned concerning
wisdom itself.

ECCLESIASTES 9:11-10:20

Intro - Solomon provides more insights about wisdom and its uses in life.

I. Comments on the Rat Race

Our culture did not invent the “rat race” mentality.

Solomon comments on the Rat Race of his day.

Vs. 11

Vs. 12

Vs. 14-15

Based on these observations, Solomon develops some core ideas about life in the fast lane.

1. Human activity vs. 11

35



2. Strength is more impressive but vs. 15-16a
3. Wise counsel is vs. 16b
4. Human rulers will always vs. 17
5. Wisdom is better than vs. 18
Il. Wisdom and Folly - Chapter 10:1-11
Solomon builds a case for living wisely.
He contrasts Wisdom vs. Folly
1. vs. 1

vs. 2

vs. 3
2. vs. 4

vs. 5-7
3. vs. 8-10

36



l1l. A Fool’s Portrait - vs. 12-20
What does a fool look like?

1. Character of a fool.

2. Actions of a fool.

IV. How to Deal with a Fool

1. Proverbs 14; 23:9
2. Psalms107:10-12; 39-40
3. Psalms 107:21-22

37



12. Positive Thinking

In his return journey to God, Solomon has found that wisdom and wise living are
the surest way to find contentment and avoid wasting one's short lifespan.

ECCLESIASTES 11:1-12:14

Intro - In the last chapters, Solomon’s journal turns much more optimistic.

I. Think 11:1-6

Instead of Defense vs.1
Instead of Hording vs. 2
Instead of Watching vs. 3-4

Instead of Doubting vs. 5-6




Il. Don’t 11:7-12:1

Different kinds of procrastinators.

Solomon days that joy and satisfaction are linked to not

1. God permits vs. 7-8a
2. Take advantage vs. 9a
3. There are no vs. 8b-9b-10
4. The essential ingredient for happiness is vs. 12:1
lll. Grow old vs. 12:2-8
There is no avoiding getting old.

1. Accept vs. 2-5
2. Prepare vs. 6-7
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3. Acknowledge

vs. 8-14

Summary

In the end, Solomon says that life is

However, for the one who

and

is

God and

Him, there are 3 promises:
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